PRESS RELEASE: TUESDAY 19 JANUARY 2010
‘CARBON MONOXIDE - BE ALARMED!’:  81% OF HOUSEHOLDS AT RISK
Kirstie Allsopp joins victim’s sister to launch this year’s campaign

 to warn public about dangers of Carbon Monoxide
Eight out of ten (81%) households could be at risk because they do not have an audible Carbon Monoxide alarm, according to new research* released today by the Carbon Monoxide – Be Alarmed! campaign. Carbon Monoxide is a highly poisonous gas that has no colour taste and smell, making it impossible to detect without an alarm.
Kirstie Allsopp, star of TV’s Location Location Location, joined Melissa Matthews to launch this year’s campaign. Melissa has recently marked the 10th anniversary of her brother Tony’s death from Carbon Monoxide poisoning caused by a faulty gas cooker. A Carbon Monoxide alarm in his flat would have saved his life.

Kirstie Allsopp said: 

"Most people wouldn’t dream of not having a smoke alarm, but I’m shocked at how few people realise the risks of Carbon Monoxide. Melissa would still have a brother today if only he’d had a Carbon Monoxide alarm. I want to see an audible alarm installed in every household – it’s the only way to be sure of detecting this silent killer whilst protecting you and your family.”
As many as one in eight of those who don’t have an audible Carbon Monoxide alarm (13%) are putting their lives at risk because they simply don’t consider Carbon Monoxide to be a significant risk to their health or think that Carbon Monoxide poisoning is rare. The research also highlighted a worrying lack of public understanding about this silent killer:

· 18% of people did not know that Carbon Monoxide has no smell

· 9% didn’t know it is invisible to the naked eye

· 8% didn’t know that Carbon Monoxide is harmful

· 11% didn’t know an alarm was available to detect Carbon Monoxide

The message is starting to get through: almost a quarter (23%) of those with an audible alarm had bought it in the last year. However it needs to become more of a priority. While over 80% of households now have a smoke alarm**, just 19% have an audible Carbon Monoxide alarm and 30% of householders said they simply hadn’t got around to getting one.

Even those with audible alarms could still be putting themselves at risk if they fail to test their alarm annually. Over half (53%) of people with audible alarms in their home had not tested them in the last year.
Carbon Monoxide is produced when fuel-burning appliances are incorrectly fitted, badly repaired, poorly maintained or if flues, chimneys or vents are blocked.

The Carbon Monoxide – Be Alarmed! campaign recommends four simple steps to keep your household safe:
· Fit an audible Carbon Monoxide alarm which should be marked with the ‘EN50291′ safety standard
· Have fuel-burning appliances serviced annually by a registered professional

· Don’t block ventilation and get chimneys swept at least once a year

· Learn about the danger signs and symptoms of Carbon Monoxide poisoning at www.co-bealarmed.co.uk
Christine McGourty, Carbon Monoxide – Be Alarmed! campaign spokesperson, said,

“We regularly hear about members of the general public whose lives have been saved by a Carbon Monoxide alarm – it’s the only way to detect this killer. You can buy an alarm from around £15 at DIY stores, supermarkets, high street shops or directly from energy suppliers. A number of retailers will also be offering special discounts in support of our campaign this January.”

Carbon Monoxide – Be Alarmed! is the national campaign to reduce the number of deaths and injuries caused by Carbon Monoxide. The campaign is run on behalf of a broad alliance of organisations including energy companies, victim support and fuel safety charities and professional organisations and is supported by more than 40 other organisations. In addition to raising public awareness, the campaign is also lobbying for legislative change to require alarms in new builds and rented properties.
For more information about the campaign and how to stay safe visit www.co-bealarmed.co.uk
## ENDS ##
NOTES TO EDITORS

Please contact Caroline, Abigail or Carolyn in the Carbon Monoxide – Be Alarmed! press office on tel 020 7492 0999 or email press@co-bealarmed.co.uk for:

· Interviews with Kirstie Allsopp or Melissa Matthews
· Case studies of victims of Carbon Monoxide poisoning 
· High resolution photography of Kirstie Allsopp, Melissa Matthews, Carbon Monoxide alarms and engineers servicing fuel-burning appliances

· Online and broadcast quality footage of:
· Dr Rob Hicks explaining the symptoms and effects of Carbon Monoxide poisoning and highlighting risk areas in the home
· Melissa Matthews telling her story and demonstrating how to fit a Carbon Monoxide alarm
· Reader offers on Carbon Monoxide alarms to support editorial coverage of the campaign.
Melissa Matthews, Harlow

Melissa’s life was turned upside down, following the death of her beloved brother when she was only 13: “When I received a call to say the emergency services were outside Tony’s flat, I knew that things would never be the same again. My healthy 33 year old brother left three children behind when he died from Carbon Monoxide poisoning in 1999. It took what felt like a long time for the coroner to come back with a diagnosis. Because there were no real physical signs to what had happened – you can’t see, taste or smell Carbon Monoxide - it was just so difficult to try and establish what had actually killed him and I think that was the hardest thing for me and my family. 

“It’s not like an illness where there may or may not be a cure.  It’s so easy to stop Carbon Monoxide poisoning and the way to do that is by having an audible detector alarm fitted in your house. I’m really hoping that people take this on board and go out to pick up an alarm today.”

Sources for statistics:
*Ipsos MORI face-to-face Omnibus survey of 1,915 adults aged 18+ in GB, 27th November – 3rd December 2009. 161 sample points used.

** Home Office (81% of UK households have at least one smoke alarm). 

Ipsos MORI findings (85% of GB households claim to have at least one smoke alarm) closely tally to Home Office figures.

Key research findings (GB)*:
· 81% of households do not have an audible Carbon Monoxide alarm.
· By contrast, over 80% of households now have a smoke alarm.
· 18% of people didn’t know that Carbon Monoxide has no smell.
· 9% didn’t know that Carbon Monoxide is invisible to the naked eye.
· 8% didn’t know that Carbon Monoxide is harmful.
· 13% of people who do not have an audible Carbon Monoxide alarm, don’t consider Carbon Monoxide to be a significant risk to their health or think Carbon Monoxide poisoning is rare.
· 11% of those who do not have an audible alarm didn’t know an alarm was available to detect Carbon Monoxide.
· 30% of householders said they simply hadn’t got around to getting one.
· 23% of those with an audible Carbon Monoxide alarm had bought it in the last year.

· 53% of people with audible alarms in their home had not tested them in the last year.

About the campaign:
The Carbon Monoxide – Be Alarmed! campaign was launched in October 2008. It is the national campaign to reduce the number of deaths and injuries caused by Carbon Monoxide. The campaign is funded and delivered by the Energy Retail Association on behalf of a broad alliance of organisations including energy companies, victim support and fuel safety charities and professional organisations and is supported by more than 40 other organisations. 

As well as raising awareness of the dangers of Carbon Monoxide and preventative action people should take to protect themselves, this campaign is seeking support for two legislative changes which will make a major difference:

1) In order to receive a gas safety certificate, landlords should offer tenants an audible Carbon Monoxide alarm. This would ensure that many of the most vulnerable members of society are offered the protection of a Carbon Monoxide alarm. The existing legal requirement for a gas safety certificate means that an appropriately qualified and registered installer checks the safety of gas appliances.

2) Every new home should be fitted with an audible Carbon Monoxide alarm. To mirror the current requirement for a wired-in smoke alarm to be fitted in all new-build homes, Building Regulations should be amended to require an audible Carbon Monoxide Alarm to be installed. This is a simple measure, which will add no significant cost to the home builders. Since the campaign launched in October 2008, the Government is now considering proposals to amend Part J (Combustion appliances and fuel storage systems) of the Building Regulations. One of the issues under consideration is the potential to incorporate a provision for the installation of Carbon Monoxide alarms. 
