Millions of homes at risk from poisonous gas
US campaigners support call for action on carbon monoxide laws
Laws to protect British homes are lagging behind the US and putting thousands of people at risk of carbon monoxide poisoning – that’s the message from leading US campaigners Ken and Kim Hansen who are on a week-long tour of the UK promoting carbon monoxide awareness.
The Hansens are urging the government to learn lessons from the US and ensure that all new and rented homes have carbon monoxide alarms fitted. Following the death of their 16 year old daughter Amanda, poisoned when a faulty boiler produced the gas, they campaigned for ‘Amanda’s Law’, which was passed in New York State making carbon monoxide alarms compulsory in all homes. Two thirds of US states now also have similar laws in place.

Mr Hansen said:

“On January 17th 2009 our life as we knew it came to an end. From that unimaginable day I’ve felt as if I am just living to die. We sit in our house now missing all the laughter and feeling of a family. It's not a home anymore. It's just a house. If the emptiness doesn't kill me, the guilt for not keeping my baby safe will.”

In the UK, at least 50 people died last year after being poisoned by the gas and 4,000 were treated in hospital – and many more victims go unrecognised because the early symptoms can easily be mistaken for tiredness, flu or food poisoning. 

As carbon monoxide has no colour, taste or smell the only effective way to detect it is with an audible alarm. However, despite the dangers, new research shows that only a third of UK homes currently have carbon monoxide alarms. 

Ken and Kim Hansen have been invited to the UK to launch the ‘Carbon Monoxide – Be Alarmed!’ campaign – the main aim of which is to encourage people to buy alarms. They are also supporting the campaign’s call for the government to take action. According to Christine McGourty of Carbon Monoxide – Be Alarmed!:

“We are urging people to go out and buy an alarm now – but there are also two simple steps we’d like the government to take. Firstly, building regulations should be amended so that new homes come with alarms already installed. Secondly, providing an alarm should be part of a landlord’s annual gas safety inspection.” 

The new research has also revealed that, amazingly, only one person in five realises that carbon monoxide can kill. Also, few people realise that it can cause lasting damage to your health. According to the Royal College of GPs, which is supporting the campaign:

"Carbon monoxide poisoning is extremely serious. It can be fatal or lead to lasting neurological damage, as well as other serious health problems, including seizures and heart attacks. The only way people can be sure they are protected is by getting an audible alarm. If carbon monoxide is present, the alarm will sound before someone becomes ill.”
Carbon monoxide is produced when fuels such as gas, oil, charcoal, coal and wood do not burn fully. The most common cause of this is when appliances such as a boiler or cooker is installed incorrectly or poorly maintained. Carbon monoxide can also build up when flues, chimneys or vents are blocked.
Carbon monoxide alarms are available from many DIY stores, supermarkets, high street shops or directly from energy suppliers. They can cost as little as £15 and many retailers will be offering special discounts in support of the campaign.

For more information about how to stay safe, visit www.co-bealarmed.co.uk.

Notes to editors

Ken Hansen and his wife Kim are available for interview, as are a number of relatives of other victims of carbon monoxide from across the UK. We also have a range of images available.

For more information please contact the Carbon Monoxide – Be Alarmed! press office on 020 7492 0999 or email press@co-bealarmed.co.uk
Carbon Monoxide – Be Alarmed! is the national campaign to reduce the number of deaths and injuries caused by carbon monoxide. The campaign is run by Energy UK on behalf of Britain’s six major gas and electricity companies in partnership with the Dominic Rodgers Trust, and is supported by more than 40 other organisations.

More information about the Amanda Hansen Foundation is at www.amandahansenfoundation.org
Statistics

“50 people died last year after being poisoned by the gas and 4,000 were treated in hospital” – UK Department of Health, September 2011.
“Only a third of UK homes currently have carbon monoxide alarms” and “only one person in five realises that carbon monoxide can kill” – poll of 2001 UK adults conducted by ICM, on 26/27 September 2011. 63% of homes don’t have a carbon monoxide alarm and 78% of people don’t know that carbon monoxide can kill you.

