FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – 02 DECEMBER 2008
 
CARBON MONOXIDE – PARENTS, GET ALARMED! 
Parents urged to protect young children from this household poison
As winter firmly sets in, it has been revealed that UK parents with children under five are less likely to have their appliances serviced regularly than those with older children (51% compared to 57%). This is alarming because irregularly serviced fuel burning appliances can produce the potentially deadly gas Carbon Monoxide, to which young children are particularly vulnerable . 
The ‘Carbon Monoxide – Be Alarmed!’ campaign, which is backed by victim support charities and all major fuel organisations, is sending out a message to UK parents to remind them that an audible Carbon Monoxide alarm is essential for keeping your household safe. According to new research, only 37% of parents with children under the age of 18 currently have a Carbon Monoxide alarm. Furthermore, to ensure your house is a safe haven for your children, all fuel-burning appliances must be checked annually. 
 

Carbon Monoxide is a highly poisonous gas that has no colour, taste or smell. Many people don’t realise that it can be produced by any appliance burning wood, oil or coal as well as those using gas – it is known as the ‘silent’ killer!. 
Kirstie Allsopp, mum of two little boys and star of TV’s Location Location Location, is backing the campaign and said:

“As a parent with a new baby I know just how much time and effort we put into preparing ourselves for a new arrival and it shocks me how few parents don’t think about getting a Carbon Monoxide alarm as part of that process. If you woke in the morning to discover that your child was dead in his or her bed it would be the worst blow any parent could possibly suffer and I am strongly encouraging parents to get an alarm and make sure that your appliances are regularly serviced.”  
Dr Chris Steele, GP and resident doctor at ITV This Morning programme, said: 

“Parents today go to great lengths to safeguard their children in their homes, however, this research shows that not enough parents are aware of the very real danger Carbon Monoxide presents. We’d urge all parents to have their appliances checked annually and ensure they have an audible Carbon Monoxide alarm fitted. You cannot see, smell or taste the deadly gas and so it is impossible to detect without an alarm.” 
The campaign also aims to raise awareness of the symptoms of Carbon Monoxide poisoning, which include nausea, dizziness, tiredness, headaches, loss of balance and forgetfulness. Currently only 6% of parents describe themselves as ‘very confident’ that they would recognise the symptoms of Carbon Monoxide poisoning.

 
More information about how to stay safe is at www.CO-BeAlarmed.co.uk
 
 
## ENDS ##
 
NOTES TO EDITORS
 
For more information about the campaign contact the Carbon Monoxide – Be Alarmed! press office on 020 7492 0999 or email press@CO-BeAlarmed.co.uk
 
Research 
 
All figures are from YouGov Plc. Total sample size was 4,333 adults, with 1,083 respondents being parents with children under the age of 18. Fieldwork was undertaken between the 24th September and the 3rd of October 2008.  The survey was carried out online. The figures have been weighted and are representative of all UK adults (aged 18+).
 
Carbon Monoxide Consumer Awareness Alliance (COCAA) 
 
The campaign is being organised by COCAA, which was set up as a single co-ordinating body which aims to be the leading authority on Carbon Monoxide awareness. The Alliance consists of victims’ charities, professional organisations for all domestic fuel types and energy companies. It also works closely with the Department of Health, the Department of Education and the Health & Safety Executive. 
